TRAVEL

Travelling in the United States


The most popular means of transport in the United States is the car. Americans can do without many things; they may live in a sleazy apartment, never go to a dentist or eat the cheapest junk food but they cannot do without a  car. They love cars more than anything in the world, especially the big and comfortable ones. A car for Americans has always been an expression of an individual's freedom and the ability to move around.


Having a car in the U.S. is not a sign of wealth but absolute necessity. Life without a car would not be possible, as Americans as a nation tend to be quite mobile. Over a five year period one family in ten moves to a new state in search of a better life. For the majority of Americans living in the suburbs, an automobile is indispensable to commute to work in the city. Some of them cover a distance of a hundred or even more kilometres a day, and they do not find it a big problem.


The mass ownership of cars resulting in heavy traffic has been the factor determining the fast development of the federal interstate highways, state 'super highways' and city expressways. The highways and roads connect virtually every city and town in the United States. To serve Americans 'on the move', there is a multitude of service areas beside the roads, including motels, drive-in movies, take-away restaurants and other facilities.


It is often said that Americans love speed. Indeed, the most common offence is exceeding the speed limit. However, drivers in America are more careful than those in Europe and the death rate in the U.S. is the lowest in the world.


America is predominant not only in mass car ownership but also mass air travel. Apart from cars, aeroplanes are the most popular means of transport. In fact, they have almost completely eliminated trains in the United States. Americans travel a lot on business, to visit family, or to reach some holiday destination. Planes are the fastest and the most comfortable form of travelling. A trip by car from coast to coast takes five to six days while a plane covers the distance in a few hours. 


Travelling by plane is rather expensive, so many Americans take buses to get to some place. Buses are the cheapest means of public transport and very convenient, too. Many long-distance coaches are equipped with a toilet and a self-service bar. The most popular line in the U.S. is Greyhound. Greyhound buses reach almost every part of America and, what is more, give possibility of touring that vast country.

